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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 

In  the  year  1905  there  were  registered  379  births,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  23-6 
per  thousand  inhabitants.  This  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  2  4. 

During  the  year  there  were  227  deaths,  being  19  more  than  in  the  previous  year 
and  giving  a  death-rate  of  14T.  This  is  IT  higher  than  in  1904.  The  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  was  32,  shewing  a  death-rate  of  84  per  thousand  births 
registered.  This  increase  was  due  to  premature  births  and  a  severe  epidemic  of 
Whooping-cough  in  parts  of  the  district,  6  being  prematurely  born  and  6  dying  from 
Whooping-cough.  Of  the  227  deaths,  114  were  over  65  years  of  age.  There  were  14 
deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  12  of  which  were  over  65  years  of  age,  and  the  other 
2  being  over  60  years  of  age. 

There  were  only  4  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  one  of  these  being 
from  Measles,  1  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  2  from  Diarrhoea. 

There  were  48  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  being  3  less  than  in  1904.  Of 
these,  6  were  Diphtheria,  31  Scarlet  Fever,  2  Typhoid  Fever,  8  Erysipelas,  and  1  Puerperal 
Fever. 


No  case  of  Small-pox  was  notified. 

The  6  cases  were  in  the  following  parishes: — 1  at  Little  Glemham  and  l  at 
Ilazlewood,  both  of  which  were  imported,  1  in  Snape  and  2  in  Wickham  Market  due  to 
drainage,  and  1  in  Campsea  Ashe  which  was  probably  due  to  the  child  playing  in  the 
marsh  ditches.  At  both  Snape  and  Wickham  Market  where  the  drainage  was  faulty,  it 
has  been  improved. 

Of  the  31  cases  notified,  10  occurred  in  the  3  villages  of  Farnham,  Stratford  St. 
Andrew  and  Little  Glemham  ;  4  of  these  were  non-residents,  they  came  on  a  visit  from 
Sudbury  and  immediately  fell  with  the  disease.  There  were  4  cases  at  Snape  in  different 
houses  and  at  different  times,  3  cases  in  1  house  at  Wickham  Market  which  were  probably 
due  to  some  imported  clothes,  7  at  Framlingham,  3  at  Earl  Soham  and  1  each  at  Butley, 
Cransford,  Sternfield  and  Tunstall.  There  was  1  death  from  this  disease. 

There  were  only  2  cases,  both  at  Framlingham.  In  1  case,  the  patient  had  just 
returned  from  military  training,  and  the  other  patient  arrived  ill  from  America. 

There  were  8  cases  notified,  2  each  at  Earl  Soham  and  Snape,  and  1  each  at 
Easton,  Great  Glemham,  Eyke  and  Framlingham. 

There  was  1  case  of  this  disease. 

This  was  very  prevalent  in  the  North  side  of  the  district  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  especially  at  Earl  Soham.  There  were  7  deaths  from  this  disease,  6  of  these 
being  infants  under  1  year.  In  Wickham  Market  district  1  death  occurred,  in 
Framlinsrham  district  1  death,  and  in  the  Saxmundham  district  there  were  5  deaths. 
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In  the  early  part  of  the  year  this  disease  was  prevalent  in  Framlingham,  Earl 
Soham,  Brandeston  and  Cretingham,  and  in  the  3  latter  parishes  the  schools  were  closed. 
One  death  occurred  at  Earl  Soham. 

This  disease  was  not  prevalent  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

This  disease  has  not  been  prevalent.  There  were  2  fatal  cases. 

There  were  14  deaths  registered  from  this  disease,  being  3  less  than  last  year. 

Of  the  42  samples  examined  during  the  year,  9  were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
Some  of  these  had  not  been  used  for  drinking,  and  in  the  other  cases  steps  were  taken  to 
secure  a  better  supply.  The  pump  in  Middle  Street,  Wickham  Market  is  kept  fastened, 
nothing  having  been  done  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  water. 

In  the  one  case  reported,  the  family  moved  into  a  larger  house. 

When  these  have  been  inspected  by  myself,  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  they  have 
been  found  satisfactory. 

A  new  tenant  has  taken  the  Common  Lodging  House  at  Framlingham,  and  since 
being  warned  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  kept  it  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  the  Inspector  has  visited  more  than  half  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  and  reports  a  general  improvement.  Privy  vaults  and  drains  have  been  put  in 
order  where  required,  and  9  earth  closets  and  2  new  privies  built  in  place  of  existing 
ones.  From  his  survey  of  the  district  it  appears  that  there  are  180  houses  with  only  1 
bedroom.  These  are  occupied  generally  by  1,  or  at  most  2,  tenants.  There  are  1,752 
with  2  bedrooms,  896  with  3  bedrooms,  and  the  remainder  have  more  than  3  bedrooms. 
To  these  houses  there  ai’e  400  water  closets  (mostly  in  Framlingham,)  354  earth  closets, 
and  2,628  privies  with  vaults.  There  are  over  1,300  wells  for  the  supply  of  drinking 
water,  and  about  200  families  use  pond  water  for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  from 
nearly  all  these  ponds  has  been  analysed  during  the  last  few  years  and  found  satisfactory. 
Where  a  nuisance  has  been  found  to  exist,  the  Inspector  has  reported  it  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  their  instructions  have  been  carried  out.  In  the  Pembroke  Road, 
Framlingham,  the  landlord,  after  some  delay,  permanently  abated  the  nuisance  that  had 
existed  there. 


The  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act. 

I  have  inspected  the  Workshops  twice  during  the  year  and  found  them  satisfactory. 

The  District  being  chiefly  villages  and  hamlets,  the  greater  part  of  the  workers 
are  engaged  in  Agriculture.  In  Framlingham,  Wickham  Market  and  Orford  there  are 
some  small  trades  carried  on. 

Most  of  the  cottages  have  open  spaces  around  them  and  plenty  of  fresh  air. 
They  are  as  a  rule  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Before  a  new  house  can  be  occupied,  the  Public  Health  Committee  must  be 
satisfied  that  there  is  a  supply  of  good  water  and  proper  privy  accommodation. 

There  are  Sewage  Works  at  Framlingham  for  that  town,  and  at  Wickham  Market 
and  Orford  a  partial  system  of  drainage  exists.  The  farms  and  larger  houses,  and  some 
of  the  blocks  of  cottages  in  the  other  villages  have  short  pipe  drains,  and  at  other 
cottages,  cesspits  are  dug  in  the  gardens,  and  there  are  privy  vaults,  which  are  attended 
to  by  the  occupiers,  and  as  a  rule  kept  in  good  order.  The  house  refuse  is  generally 
utilised  on  the  gardens. 
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The  supply  of  drinking  water  is  mostly  from  wells  and  is  of  fairly  good  quality. 
A  few  families  use  pond  water,  and  this  as  a  rule  is  of  fair  quality. 

The  dairies  are  kept  very  clean. 

At  a  few  of  the  Bakehouses  some  structural  alterations  were  required,  and  these 
have  been  carried  out  except  in  one  case  where  the  baker  ceased  to  carry  on  the  business. 
They  are  much  improved  and  there  is  very  little  now  to  find  fault  with. 

When  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  I  find  a  nuisance  exists,  it  is  reported  at  the 
ensuing  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  instructions  issued  to  the  Inspector  as 
to  the  abatement. 

These  are  notified  to  me  when  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  at  once  take  steps  to 
prevent  the  disease  spreading.  The  patients  are  isolated  in  their  own  homes  as  much  as 
possible  and  a  good  supply  of  disinfectants  is  provided  for  the  house  as  long  as  the 
disease  lasts,  and  at  its  termination  the  premises  and  clothing  are  disinfected  by  the 
Inspector. 

I  append  tables  of  mortality  and  cases  of  disease,  classified  as  to  age,  locality,  &c. 

I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

( Signed )  J.  CORDY  KEER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 


February  3th,  190fi. 
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